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NATIVITY OF THE LORD

Hebrew 1:6.

“And again, when God
brings His firstborn into the
world, He says, “Let all
God’s angels worship Him”.
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MASS INTENTIONS

OF THE WEEK

Tuesday, December 27"

No mass
Wednesday, December 28
7:00 p.m. T Guy Asselin

Staff of St. Leo the Great
Thursday, December 29t
8:30 a.m. In thanksgiving for all blessings
required
Friday, December 30t
8:30 a.m. 1 Innocenzo & T Vincenzina
Mammone
T Attilio & 7 Maria Tuzi
1 Romeo & T Marjorie Asselin
Saturday, December 31%

4:30 p.m. Pro populo

Sunday, January 1%

9:00 a.m. i All souls in purgatory
11:00 am. 4 Patrick Sullivan

On this week @ St. Leo The Great...

e Looking for a couch set
o Nativity Prayers of Saints

e Christmas at Greccio
e Christmas reflection

Looking for a couch set

We are looking for a couch set, second-hand/new, in
good shape, for our lounge room. It is a good time to
replace the old set in parish lounge room.

Nativity Prayers of Saints
\ﬂ St. Augustine

2o Let the just rejoice, for their justifier is born.

Let the sick and infirm rejoice, For their
saviour is born. Let the captives rejoice, For their
Redeemer is born. Let slaves rejoice, for their Master
is born. Let free men rejoice, For their Liberator is
born. Let All Christians rejoice, For Jesus Christ is
born. Amen.

St. Bernard of Clairvaux

5% Let Your goodness Lord appear to us, that we
made in your image, conform ourselves to it.
In our own strength we cannot imitate Your majesty,
power, and wonder nor is it fitting for us to try. But
Your mercy reaches from the heavens through the
clouds to the earth below. You have come to us as a
small child, but you have brought us the greatest of all
gifts, the gift of eternal love Caress us with Your tiny
hands, embrace us with Your tiny arms and pierce our
hearts with Your soft, sweet cries. Amen.

% Christmas at Greccio

What better way to prepare for the arrival
of the Christ Child than to take a brief journey to
Greccio, the spot in central Italy where Saint Francis
of Assisi created the first Christmas crib in the year
1223.

Francis, recalling a visit he had made years before to
Bethlehem, resolved to create the manger he had seen
there. The ideal spot was a cave in nearby Greccio. He
would find a baby—we’re not sure if it was a live
infant or the carved image of a baby—hay upon which

to lay him, an ox % : = ":::i'l'
and an ass to stand %ﬂ B | 'A 2 |

beside the manger. |
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they arrived carrying torches and candles.

One of the friars began celebrating Mass. Francis
himself gave the sermon. His biographer, Thomas of
Celano, recalls that Francis “stood before the
manger...overcome with love and filled with a
wonderful happiness...”

For Francis, the simple celebration was meant to recall
the hardships Jesus suffered even as an infant, a savior
who chose to become poor for our sake, a truly human
Jesus. Tonight, as we pray around the Christmas cribs
in our homes, we welcome into our hearts that same
Savior.

Reflection

God’s choice to give human beings free will was from
the beginning a decision to be helpless in human
hands. With the birth of Jesus, God made the divine
helplessness very clear to us, for a human infant is
totally dependent on the loving response of other
people. Our natural response to a baby is to open our
arms as Francis did—to the infant of Bethlehem, and to
the God who made us all.

Christmas reflection: please consider further
reflections on these three points.

i. Human's life and its meaning as a Christian
ii. Made in God'’s image and likeness
iii. God Emmanuel with us

I. The child Jesus born to and living within the setting
of a human family gives us a whole new
understanding of family dynamics. He taught us how
to love, to honour, to serve, and recognizing all that
takes place amidst family as an instrument that
sanctifies life. He cried like us, experienced the joy of
the love of his family members, the joy of many
blessings and the gift of life. Also, he experienced the
suffering of separation and the sorrowful state of
humanity. Jesus by his life taught us to love all as
brothers and sisters, to honour God and his law and
how to love people. He taught us how we all
originate from God, many of us now are children of
God through the gift of the Church, while some
others are still waiting for the good news to be
preached to them.

Ii. By his incarnation Christ sheds a heavenly light
and understanding in our human life. He has proved
to us that a human life is precious, unique and each
person unrepeatable, each person is a hidden mystery
unfolding in their life through her/his
accomplishments and vocation. The revelation of
God making Adam in his image and likeness was a
mystery hidden, for many millennials, only to be
revealed by the birth of God’s only begotten Son. In a
way God has proved to us in his Son that we are truly
in his image and likeness. He took flesh and human
life like us but without sin. The uniqueness (above all
creation) God has given us is the eternal soul, the gift
of self-consciousness, the gift of speech and the
invitation to live as God, the divine life. One more
deep mystery, the freedom of becoming someone
unique is given by God to each of us individually
with liberty and freedom to pursue. Love in and
amidst family members has a new meaning and
tenderness now. We are able to see God’s face in
each child, and each elder, and each stranger.

iii. As a conclusion of his life, Jesus, by his passion
and resurrection restores the image and likeness of
God in us as was in the beginning. As Jesus said, if
the son sets you free, you are indeed free.
Christianity’s birth after his resurrection gave our
human family the open door to God to think of
ourselves as beloved, restored, and blessed. Again,
Jesus said fear not I will be with you always until the
end, and what the Father has entrusted to me | give to
you, go and disciple all nations. Christianity gave
human life a new covenant, new direction, and a new
way of living and loving. We are now made anew
after the image of the Heavenly Adam, Jesus Christ.
He taught us to love like that of the children of the
kingdom of God, not only to like our fellow human
beings, but to love them as we love ourselves. He
also said, it is even greater for one to give one’s life
for the sake of others as he did for us. Jesus showed
us that there is no greater act than that. As he was
raised in glory with his body glorious, so we shall by
our love come to have a share with him in the
kingdom of the Father. He/God is with us now and
forever more, in thin and in thick, and as St. Paul tells
us, nothing shall separate us from the love of God....
Amen.

Pastor’s reflection ~ Fr. Mounir El- Rassi
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ONTARIO DUCT CLEANING| \ %

St. Leo the Great CWL

s 3\ Donna Shaddick
N President
905-620-0724

Doit for your home doitfor| 411 are Welcome

the health of your family.
For a FREE No Obligation

HOUSEKEEPER/COOK WANTED
Got great housekeeping, cooking,
phone estimate, call:

& organiza’(ional skills?
905-655-1099 s

Email resume to ‘
§)
geoscoper@gmail.com A&
WAY STREET PHARMACY
at 72 Baldwin Street - Unit 106 (entrance on Way Street)
Alan Tonna, R.Ph,

PRESCRIPTION SERVICES - MEDICATION REVIEWS & MANAGEMENT - VACCINATION -
COVID RAPID ANTIGEN TESTING - ADDICTION TREATMENT MANAGEMENT, AND MORE

905.655.9898 www.waystreetpharmacy.ca

Brooklin
Dental Centre

Dr. Austin Saldanha

Parishioner

Baldwin
Animal
Hospital

Danlel Baturensky, DVM
4160 Baldwin St. S.
Unit 13, Whitby
P 905-655-CATS 905-655-BARK

Care for your entire family
42 Baldwin Street
905-655-3385

brooklindentalcentre.com

A Benjamin Moore’

Brooklin Paint
53 Baldwin Street, Brooklin, ON L1M 1A2
905-655-5699
www.brooklinpaint.com

aﬂ EE 62 Winchester Rd. E.

Brooklin Tax
Accounting ¢ Bookkeeping * Personal & Corporate Taxes

& Bookkeeping Services Inc.
Alan Hogan 905.655.8556

THE NOOK

REALTY INC. BROKERAGE
Rebecca Kelsey

Sales Representative

Cell 647.621.S0LD(7653) Office 905.419.8833
rebecca@movingwithrebecca.com
www.movingwithrebecca.com

Brooklin Precision Tune
114 Winchester Rd E
905-655-6171

THINK  MINDSET - Book Club
AND + Stop Depression
GROW

+ Stop Self Sabotage

RIC ] Kamal El-Rassi, 734-430-7396

DORIGINAL CLASSIC VERSION Kama|@6|raSS| Com

FRESHCO

5959 Baldwin St S
Hwy 12 &7

/;;;‘:;\

BROOKLIN ‘,

OPTOMETRIC §,
CENTRE

brooklineyecare.ca
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5959 Anderson St

@& HYUNDAI

NAPOLEON HILL www.elrassi.club www.freshco.com DR. PUI-YEE HO 905-655-6200
St. Leo's
“ : rnwn Knights of Columbus

NEW THINKING.
NEW POSSIBILITIES.

We Service All Makes and Models -

Appointments not required
445 Winchester Rd E 905-721-6599 www.gusbrownhyundai.com

Get involved. Inquire now!
Larry Hallihan 905 620 0351
Igha2008@yahoo.ca
www.StLeoTheGreatKofc.ca

O Desjardins

Insurance 159
Stephanie Gordon -
Agent

72 Baldwin St Suite 203 905-655-3111
stephaniegordon.ca

In keeping with your Catholic faith

J L CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
FUNERAL SERVICES
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Resurrection Cemetery

-‘ |_ 905-668-8912

Brooklin

905-655-1739

Funeral Director — Michael Lodge

W.C. Town Funeral Chapel
110 Dundas St. E., Whithy905-668-3410

Chris Leahy
DURHAM

SECURITY
905-556-1801

Serving our Community with Compassion

BARNES MEMORIAL

Melissa Barnes
Funeral Director
Richard Barnes

Managing Director

FUNERAL HOME

Family owned and operated since 1863

905.655.3662

5295 Thickson Rd. N., Whitby (one minute North of Taunton on Thickson)

*NOW A MOBILE SERVICE*
Phone or text for pickup

905.655.6116

15% off with ad

Turn your home into a
Smart Home!
$50 donated to
St. Leo's
for every new contract.

chris@durhamsecurity.ca

Call
1-800-268-2637
for this space
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